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remarks actually made during the pro-
ceedings, subject only to technical, gram-
matical, and typographical corrections au-
thorized by the person making the remarks 
involved. 

4. All Committee hearings, records, data, 
charts, and files shall be kept separate and 
distinct from the congressional office 
records of the Member serving as Chair-
person of the Committee; and such records 
shall be the property of the House and all 
Members of the House shall have access 
thereto. 

5. The records of the Committee at the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration 
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with Rule VII of the Rules of the 
House. The Chairperson shall notify the 
ranking minority Member of any decision, 
pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or clause 4(b) of 
that rule, to withhold a record otherwise 
available, and the matter shall be presented 
to the Committee for a determination on the 
written request of any Member of the Com-
mittee. 

6. To the maximum extent feasible, the 
Committee shall make its publications avail-
able in electronic form. 
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KEEPING THE BUDGET BALANCED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, the Committee on the Budget has 
been hearing testimony from Jacob 
Lew, the Office of Management and 
Budget Director. I think there are 
some portions of the President’s budget 
that America should be very aware of. 

Number one, the budget substan-
tially increases spending and the size 
of government, and, therefore, the op-
portunity to control more of our indi-
vidual lives. The President’s budget 
breaks the budget caps that the budget 
and this Congress agreed to two years 
ago this coming spring. In the year 
ending in 2000, there is a $17 billion ex-
penditure in excess of those discre-
tionary caps that we imposed during 
the balanced budget resolution. 

I am concerned because the discipline 
of reaching the goal of balancing the 
budget of the Federal Government and 
the discipline that that has allowed us, 
encouraging us individually and collec-
tively to do what was necessary in 
slowing down the growth of govern-
ment, has resulted in very strong, good 
rewards. 

We now have a surplus. In 1995, when 
the majority control changed hands in 
this body, we were looking at $200 bil-
lion deficits every year for the foresee-
able future. Last year we had a surplus 
of about $70 billion. This year we are 
looking at a surplus that could be $10 
billion higher, maybe more. 

But, again, we need to remind our-
selves that this surplus comes from the 
extra taxes that workers are paying for 
Social Security. In other words, we are 
taking that surplus that is being sent 
in to support Social Security and using 
some of that money, some of that sur-

plus, for other spending, but, even so, 
we still have an overall unified budget 
surplus. 

I think it is interesting that just last 
week the Congressional Budget Office 
came out with their economic projec-
tions. In their economic projections, 
they said if we stay with the current 
caps on spending that we imposed on 
the balanced budget resolution about 
two years ago, we would not have to in-
crease the national debt of this coun-
try, the debt limit for the national 
debt of this country. 

Let me say that again: Currently the 
debt that somehow our kids and our 
grandkids are going to have to pay 
back, the national debt of this country, 
is $5.5 trillion. The debt limit, and Con-
gress is responsible to decide how deep 
we should be going in debt, the current 
debt limit legislation allows us to go in 
debt up to $5.95 trillion. I would hope 
that we do not exceed that. I would 
hope that we do not obligate our kids 
and grandkids. 

I am also concerned about the Presi-
dent’s proposal because it increases 
taxes $108 billion over five years. Do 
you remember last year, this side of 
the aisle, the Republicans, suggested 
that we have a $10 billion tax cut. 
There was great anxiety on the part of 
many, saying that was too much of a 
tax cut. 

But, again, this budget that the 
President has just sent us increases 
taxes by $108 billion. I include fee in-
creases as part of that tax increase, be-
cause really fees are in effect real 
taxes. There is $82 billion technically 
in taxes and $26 billion in fees. 

I am concerned that the budget re-
duces money for research. Look, the 
rest of the world is gaining on us. They 
are trying to learn how to produce as 
efficiently as we are. We have got 
strong challenges for the future. It 
means not only should we be frugal in 
not allowing government to grow, re-
ducing our debt, the overall debt of 
this country, so interest rates will stay 
low, so that we can encourage eco-
nomic development and the strength of 
our economy, but it also means we 
have to be on the cutting edge of re-
search. I hope as we move ahead on 
this budget resolution, we will con-
tinue to be frugal in cutting out waste 
in the Federal Government and also we 
will be looking at prioritizing existing 
spending to maximize the chance that 
we can stay ahead of the rest of the 
world in terms of productivity and 
competitiveness and ultimately main-
tain our standard of living. 
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NIKITIN TRIAL TO PROCEED IN 
RUSSIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Hawaii (Mr. ABERCROMBIE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to acknowledge that the gen-

tleman from Iowa (Mr. GANSKE) is here 
to begin his hour presentation, I be-
lieve, and I want to thank him for his 
courtesy in allowing me to claim this 
five minutes. I am sure that he will 
join with me and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. WELDON) and others 
with respect to the very important sub-
ject that we wish to devote just a few 
minutes to today. 

Mr. Speaker, surely we can take 
some time at this particular juncture 
to devote attention, in this special 
order, to the difficulties that are now 
being experienced in what was the 
former Soviet Union, that is to say, in 
Russia. 

The Supreme Court in a Supreme 
Court session in Russia is being held on 
the 4th of February with respect to the 
Alexander Nikitin case. The case, Mr. 
Speaker, is important not only to Cap-
tain Nikitin and those who are inter-
ested in addressing issues of freedom in 
Russia, but it has profound con-
sequences for all of us on the planet. 

Captain Nikitin has been the leading 
exponent of making clear what is hap-
pening with nuclear deterioration with 
the submarine fleet in the former So-
viet Union. The degradation that is 
taking place in the environment there 
is something of concern, not only to 
the Russian people, but to all of us 
throughout the world. He is now being 
tried as a result of trying to bring this 
information forward in a more clear 
sense than it has been available before. 

I want to indicate for those Members 
and those who may become aware of 
the special orders today throughout 
the Nation that they can contact the 
Bellona Foundation, B-E-L-L-O-N-A, at 
P.O. Box 11835 in Washington D.C., 
20008, and contact the Bellona Founda-
tion if you want to aid and assist Cap-
tain Nikitin in Russia, if you want to 
become more aware of what is taking 
place with the deterioration of the nu-
clear submarines in the former Soviet 
Union. 

The Supreme Court is going to hear 
the appeal, as I indicated, on Thursday, 
February 4. I expect a verdict will be 
there the same day. 

For those of you who are not familiar 
with the case and the circumstances, 
let me give you a little background 
very quickly. The Council for Criminal 
Cases in the Supreme Court in Russia 
takes many former Soviet dissidents 
back to the times of the KGB. They 
have a special department there super-
vised by the KGB. They used to have 
one responsible for handling crimes 
against the state. 

I want it understood what is being 
said in Russia today is to express opin-
ions and to discuss information that is 
otherwise available publicly, in public, 
in Russia today, is seen as a point of 
subversion and treason. That is what 
Captain Nikitin is being tried for. 

So what we are asking, Mr. Speaker, 
is that the Department of State pay 
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